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INTRODUCTION
Name o

-The SGrah has been so deaignatéd after the word 2/-gadr in the
. very first verse, - . .

Period of Revelation
Whether it is a Makki or a Madani revelation is disputed. AbG

‘Hayyan in A/-Bahr si-Mubit has made the claim that the majority of
scholars regard it as a Madani Stirah. ‘Alf bin Ahmad al-Wahidi in hig
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- commentary says that this is the first Sfirah to be seni down in Madinah.
Contrary o this, Al-Maward] says that according  to the majority of
scholars it is a Makki revelation, and dhe same view has Imam Suyiiti
expressed in Alfrgdn Ibn Marditvak has chied Ibn "Abbas, Ibn Az-
- Zubair and Hadrat ‘A'ishah as saying that this Siirah was revealed at
Makkah. A study of the contents also shows that it should have been
revealed at Makkah as we shall expiain below,

Theme and Subject-Matter

Itz theme is to acquaint man with the value, worth and
impertance of the Qur'an. Its being placed just after Siirah Al-*Alag in
the arrangement of the Quc'in by itself explains that the Holy Book, the
revelation of which began with (he first five verses of Strah Al-*Alag,
was senl down in a destiny-making night. [1 is a gloricus Book and its
revelation for mankind is ful]l of blessings.

At the outset, Allah says: “We have sent it down.” That is. il is
not a composition of Muhammad {upon whom he Allah’s peace and
blessings) himself, but We Qurse!f have reveajed it.

Then, it js said that “We sent it down in the N ight of Destiny. ™
Night of Destiny has two meanings and both are implied here. First \
that it is the night during which destinies are dacided; or, in other
words, It i not an ordinagy ‘might like the other Hghts, but a night in
which destinies are made or marred. The revelation of this Book in this
night is nor merely the revelation of a book bur an event which will
change the destiny of not only the Quraish, or of Arabia. but of the
entire. world. The same thing has been said in Sirsh Ad-Dukhan for
which please sce Introduction to thar Sirah and E.N. 3 thereaf, The
other meaning is that this is a night of unigue honour, dignity and glory,
S0 much so that it is “betier than 2 thousand months. Thus, the
dizbelievers of Makkah have been warned. 1s if to say. “You on account
of your ignorance regard this Hook, which Mubanirnad (upen whom be
Allah’s peace and blessings) has presented. as 4 calamity for yourseives
and complain that a disaster has befalien you, whereas the night in which
it was dcereed to be sent down was such a hlesscd night that 3 sk was
accomplished in it for the well-being of mankind, which had never heer
accomplished even during a thousand months of history. This also has
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been said in wverse 3 of Ad-Dukhin in another way, which we have
vxplained in the Introduction o that Siicah.

In conclusion, it has been siated that in this night the angels and
Gabriel descend with every decree (which in verse 4 of Strah Ad.
Dukhan has been described as amr-hakdm: wisa decree) by the leave of
their  Lord, and it is all peace from evening till morning: that is, there is
no imerference of evil in ir, for all decrees of Allsh are intended to
promote good and not evil. So much so that even if a decision to destroy
a natton is taken, it is taken for the sake of uitimaic good, not cvil.
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V{-‘HES.’I &35 ' Revesfed at Makkah
In the name of Allab, the Compassionate, the Mercifil,
We have sent down this [bﬂr’ﬁn] in the Night of Glory.! And 1-5

what do you know what the Nighl of Glory is? The Night of Glory is
better than a thousand months.? The ang:ls and the Spmﬂ descend in it

with every decree, by the permission of their Lﬂ'.l.'ﬂ That Night 15
peace, until the nsmg of the dawn.? -

1. The wﬂrds in the criginal are anza/ng-frn; “We Ourself have sent it
down™. But although fhere 13 no mertion of the Qur'in before it, the Qurtan is _
implied, for “sending down™ by itseif points out that the Qur'an is jpeant. And
there are numergus imstances of this in the Qur'an that if from the context. or the

N

.
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atyle. the amtecedent of 4 PEONON 15 apparent, (he prentonin 15 used even if the
Antecedent has not been menty med anywhere hefore or afer it {Hor explanation,
sct BE.N. 9 of An-Najm;.

Here, it lias beei maid: “We have sent o the Gur'an in e Night of
Destiny”™, and jn Al-Bagarah; 185, “Ramadan s the month iy which the Qur'an
WAS  SeIH dawn, ™ This shows that the wight in which the Angel of God g brougit
down revelation for the firse time (o the Holy Propihet wpot whom be Allah's
Peace) in the Cave of Hird, was night of the mond of Ramadan. This might has
beent described as Ladwul-gadr  Mere and as Laffat-inrmubarskah in Surah Ad-
Dukhan: 3 aboyas,

There can be twp meanings of sending down the Qur’an in this night; firse,
Mat in this night the entire Qur'dn was entrusted to the bearers f{angels) of
Revelarion, and then Gabriel (peace he 20 him) continued to reveaj jts verses aud
Sdrahs, from time 1o tivie, to the Holy Prophet {upon whom be peace) diring 23
years as thy occasion and conditions demanded. This eaning has beey given by
lon ~Abbas. (Ibn Jarir, Ibn al-Mundbir, Iy Abi Hatim, Hikim, 1bn Mardfiyah,
Eaihaq'i}. Second, that the revelation of tha {Our'an began in this night, This is
Imam Sha*hi's view, aithough froni him oo the other view alsa js related, which s
e view of Ibn *Ahbas as cited ghove {[hn larir). Anyhow. in batl cases, e
neaning, is the same tlat fhe Fevelation of the Qur'an i the Holy Prc-phc_t_ Lupan
whom be pence) Degan in thjs very ni'ght, and this was the night in which the five
Opening  verses of Shrah Al"Alag werte revealed, The fact, however, i thar Allsh
did oot compose the verses and the Sirals of the Qur’an right ar the time gurdance
wis needed by the Hoiy Pruphet for hig message of lslam in respest of an Occagion
O affair, but even before the creation of fhe universe, in the very beginning, Allal,
bad a full plan of the creation of manking o the earth, of rai'sing the Prophets in
i, of sending duwn the Books o fhe Prophets, of raising the Holy Prophet
Muharmmad {upon whom  be Allah's pegee aud blessings} at the end of the line of
the  Prophets and of sending down the Qur'an m him, Iy the Night of Destiny only
the execution of the final phase of the ptan began. No wonder if at that very thne
the entire Qur'an was entrusted to the bearers of Revelation,

30111 comuentators have interpretad GG B mean destiny (Fagrdin). f e it
15 the night i which Allah comusts fhe decroes of devting to the angels 1o be
viforced. This g supported By wverse 3 of Siirak Ad-Dwkhan; “This is 3 night in
which every marer is deculed wisely by Qur comumandg. ™ Un the contrary, Iimdm
Lulrt savs that gadrmeans glory and honour, thereby impiying that it is o N ight of
Lrestiny, This MeAning s supported by the words “ Laffar-ul-gadr is hetter than 3
thewsand months™ of this Siraly jtzelf, |



Af-Caidr _ 45|

As fur the question as 0 which mght it was, ir i= dispruted and there are e
haly as 40 different views on thig sultject. Howevar, 4 CTRAL INAJOIHY of scholyrs
hold the opinion thyy one of the odd mights of e last 1on nights of the wmonth of
. Ramagan s Lallat-ut-gadr. and g thes also most sehokars tink that it is the
I7th wight. . Below we give the anthentic Adddiels which have heen reporteq i (inig
LONReCtinn::

According 10 Hadrar Abu Hurairah, the Maly Prophet ivpon whom be
Peace) said, in connecting win, Lailet-ul qadr that it i the 27th night. 1Abg Daciog
Tayalizn, Accoriing o0 another traditicnt from Hadratr A bi Hurairah, it is the Tast
night of Ramagin. (Musnad Ainnad).

When Zire bin Hubaish asked Hadrat Ubayy bin Ka‘b about Laitar-py-
gadr, he stated on aath, and dfid ot inake any exception, that it is fhe 270h nighs.
(Alimail, Muslim, Abd Dy 0d, Tirmidhi, Nasa'i, [ty Hibhin),

When Hadrat Aba Zarr was asked about it, he sard: “Hadrat ‘Umar,
Hadrar Hudhaifah zpd tmany other Companions of qie Huoly Prophet (upon whom
he peace) had no doubt that it js e 271h night. " (Thn Abi Shaibah).

Hadrat ‘Ubitlah bin H5-3E1001 5ays that the Huly Prophet (upon whom he
peace) said: “Latgt-al-gadr is one of (he odd nighis af the last ap nights of
Reamnagan: 21st, 23rd, 25th, 27th, 29k, of the last night " (Musnad Alimad).

Hadrat Abdullaly hiy "Abbés savs thar e Holy Prophet {upon wiion: be
peace) said: “Search fur ankmg the st ten iights of Ramadan when there are
ST nine days  in e momth, or seven days, or five days.” (Bukhariy. Most of the
scholars have undersiood it t0 imean that by this the Holy Frophet mean: the odd
nights.

Hadrat AbGi Bakr said: “When nine days Temain in the numth, or sevey
days, or five days, or three davs, or the |ag night.” What he meant was that
Lm?ar-w-qaﬂ"f'shquld be sought Among these dates. (Tirmidhs, Nasi'ly .

According 10 Hadrat ‘A'ishah, the Holy Frophel {upon whom be peace)
said: “Search for Laflgt-ul-gadr smong the odd nights  of the jast ten nights of
Ranmdan. (Bukhari, Mustim, Abmad, Thmidit), Hadrat *A’ishah  and Hadrat
"Abdullali bin ‘Umar have aiso reperted  that the Holv Prophet fupon whom be
peace) observed [Subar (seclusion in the Mosque} during the iast ten nights of
Ramnzadan cvery year during his lifetiine,

_ Qo the basis of the raditions related in this regard on the authoriry of a

great Companions like Hadrar Mudwiyah, Haglrat 1bn *Umar, Hadrat Ibn *Abbas
and others,  a large number of the earfiest scholars regard the 27 of Ramadin as
Lavilat-uf-gaclr Pmbably Allsl and His Mesﬁtllgt_!r have not specified any une night
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for the reason so thar the people. in their zeal to benefil from the virtwes of Laifae
ef~gaclr, should spend more and more nights in worship and devotion and should
not remain content with ondy one night. Here the question arises that when it is
night at Makkah, it is daytime in & large part of the world; therefore, the people-of
those parts can never take advantage of Laifsr-ui-gadr. The answer is that the word
night im Arebic is mostly used {or the combination of the day and night. Therefore,
the night preceding the day on any one of these dates of Ramadan can be Laifas uf-
gaelr tor that patt of the world.

2. The commentators in general have wnderstood this to mean that the
good ncts performed in this Night are superior in value to the pood acts of a
thousand months in which Ladarw/-gadr i3 not included. There is no doubt that
thig 15 in itself correct and the Holy Prophet (upon whom be peace) has described
preat excellencies and wirtues of the good- acts and devotions of this Night.
According to a tradition related in Bukhéri and Muslim, on the authority of Hadrat
Abl Hurairah, the Holy Prophet said: The one who remained standing in worship
m the state of belief and for the sake of rewards from Allah during Ladar-ul-gadr,
would have all his previous sios forgiven.” And in Musnad Ahmad, there is a
tradition from Hadrat ‘Ubadsh bin as-Samit, saying that the Holy Prophet said: -
Lailar-ur-gadr is ﬁmang the last ten nights of Ramadan. The one who stood up in
worship in order to take advamdage of their rewards, Allah will forgive all his
former and latter sins.™ But, the verse does not say: “To act righreously in Laifas-
wi-gadr is better than acting righteously in a thousand months, * but it says: Laifa-
ti-gadr s betler thau & thousand months.™ And ¥a thousand moenths™ also does not
imply 83 wears and 4 months sxactly, but a very long period of time as “a
thousand” denoted among the Arabs. Therefore, the verse means that in this one
night a task was accomplished for the welfare of mankiod the iike of which had not
been accomplished even during an indefinitely long petiod of history.

3. “The Spirit”. Gabriel (peace be on him), who has teen mentioned
separately from the angels io view of his unigue eminence, honour and merit.

4. That is, they do not descend of their own accord but by leave of their
Lord, and “every decree” implies amr hakio: (a wise decree) as described in Ad-
I}ukhin 3. : '

5 That is, the entire nght froan eveniug (11} marning, is peace, free from
every evil and mischief,



