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INTRODUCTION
Naine

The Strah takes its pame #rom its first word al-gdri“alh. This is
not only a name but alzo the title of its subject-matter, for thg Suargh is
devoted to Resurrectinn,

Period of Revelhtiuu

There is no dispate about itg being a Makki Siirah. Its conrens
show that this tog is one of the earliest Siirahs to be revealed dt Makkah.



L L, Fhe Meaning of the Qur '3a

Theme and Subject-Matter

Its theme is Resurrecton and the Hereatter, At the oulset, the
people have been aroused and alarmed, saying: “The Great Disaster!
What is the Grear Disaster: And what do you know what the Great
Disaster is?" Thus, atter preparing the listeners {or the news of a
dreadful calamity, Resurrection has heen depicted hefore (hem in two
sentences, saying that on that Day people will be TUNILNg about in
confusion and hewilderment just like so many scattered muths aromnd a
light, and the mountains uprooted, will lose their cohesion and will fly
ubout like carded wool. Then, it has been said that when Allah's Court
is established in the Hereafrer and the peopie arc called upon to account
tor their deeds, the basis of fudgement will be the weighe of rood deeds,
The people whose good deeds are found to he heavier than their evil
deeds, will be blessed with blisy and happiness, and the people whose
good deeds arc {found to be lighier than their evil deeds, will be cast into
the deep pit full of hurning fire.
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Verses: 11 -’ Revealed at Makkal

In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Mercifal,

The Great Disaster!' Whatr the Great Disaster is? — the Day 1-11
when men shall be like seattered moths and the mountains like carded
wool of different eolours ? Then® he whose scales are heavy, shall be in
a state of bliss, and he whose scales are light,? shall have the deep pit
for his dwelling.* And what de you know what it is? A raging Fire!§

L. "lar{'ahr " literally means the “striking one”. QJar' is to strike one thing
upon another s severely as to prixduce 3 noise. In view of this literal meaning, the
word Gari'ah is used for a dreadfu? disaster and 3 Zreat calamity. At another place



44 e Mesning of the Qur'in

in the Qur'dn hiv word has heen used for & great affliction befalliog a nanon. In
Sturah Ar-Ra'd 3], # has been said: “As for e dishelievers, because of their
thisdeeds, ome aftliction or the other does not cease to visit them EVery now and
then. ™

Dut, here the word a/-(Ar7 'wh has been for the Resurrection and in Srah
Al-Hafggah too the Resurrection has been descrihed by this very epither (v.4).
One shoold remember that here the whale Hereatter, frow the first siape of
Resurrection to the last sige of Judgement and meting owt of rewards
Punishments, is being depicted together,

2. This wil be the first stape of Resurrection. wher in consequence of the
Great Thsaster the whole of the present order. of the world will be overthrown: the
people then will be running abour in confusion and bewilderment like 50 many
scattered moths  around a light; and the inovnmaing will e flying about like carded
wool of different colours. The mountains have heeq comparedt to wool of different
colours because of the existence of a variety of colours 1 them.

3. Frem here begins descriplion of the second stage of Resurreclion whep
after having been resurrected men will. appear in the Court of God,

4. The word mawizm in the original can be plutal of mwezian as well as of
muzap, In the first Case, Mawazm would nply the deeds which might have some
weight in the sight of Allah and b, thus, worthy of appreciation; in the second
case, mawazin would imply scales of a balance. In the first case. the neaning of
the mawazr’s being heavier or lighter is thar the good deads will be heavy or light
as against the evil deeds, for in the sight of Allah only good deeds have any
weight and worth. Tn (he second case. the meaning of the awizzn s being heavy
15 that the scale of the good deeds will be heavier than the scale of evil deeds, in
Allah Almighty's Balance of Justice, and their being light means that the scale of
goud deeds will he lighter than the scale of evil deeds. Besides, in Arabic idiom
the word mizag 15 also used for weight (wazan), accordingly, (e weight's being
heavy or light nnplies the poud deeds being heuvy or light. In any case, whether
mawizin  is laken in the meaning of mgeais or of mizdn, or of wazsy, the
intention remains the same, which is (hai the basis of judpemnent in the Divine
Court will be whether the provision of the desds that 2 man has brouwght is weighty
or weightless, ov whether his good deeds are heavier than hiz evil deeds or lighter.
This theme has ocenrred at severa) places in the Qur'an which explains the
Mmeaning fully well.- I Sirah AFA‘cif it hus been said: “Cn that Day the IWE.i,ght
will be tdenticai with the I'ruth; accurdingiy, those whose scales will be heavy will
alone come out successiud; and those whose scales are light will be the ones who
will have incurred loss upon themselves. " (vv. 8-9). In S0irah Al-Kahf, it was said:
"0 Prophet, say to. them: Should we tell you  who are the most un-successiul
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people and miserable failures in regard o thejr desds? They are those whose all
endeavours in the worldiy life bhad gone astray from the Right Way, but they were
under  the delusion that everything they were doing, was rightly directed: these are
the people who rejected the Revelations of their Lord and did got believe that they
would ever go before Him. Therefore, all their deeds were It for We will assipn
N weight to them on the Dey of Resurrection.” (vv. 103-105). In, Sarah Al-
Anbiya': “On the Day of Resurrection, We will set up just and accurat: balances
400 that no one will be wronged in the least in any way; even if it be ap act equal
weight to a grain of mustard seed, We will bring it forth (#0 be weighed) and We
suffice  for reckoning”. {v.47). Thase verses show that kufr and denial of the guth
18 in iself such 4 stupendous evil that it will certainly lower the scale of evils, and
there will be no pood act of the disbelievers, which may have any weight in the
scale of good deeds 3o that jts scale of Euodness may hecome eavy. However, in
the scales of the believer there will be the weight of Faith as well as the weight of
the good deeds which he performed in the world, Gn the other hand, svery evil
done by him will be placed in the scale of evil deeds and then it will be seen
whether Tis scale of the good deeds is heavier ar his scale of the evil deads.

5. The words in the ntigin.gl.aré: unN-fift fdwikaf: “his mother will be
hawiyah. " Miwivelt is from haws, which means to fall from a height to a depth,
and Zdawipah is the deep pit inta which something falls. Heli has been calied
Hawiyak because it will be very deep and the culprits will be thrown into it from
the height. As for the words, “his mother will he Hiwrvalhr®, they mean: Just as
the mother’s lap is the child's abode, su Hell will be the culprits’ only abinde in the
Hereafter,

6. That is, it will not merely be a deep pit but will also be full of raging
fire.



