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INTRODUCTION
MName

The Sirah has been so entitled after the word Quraish in the VETY
first verse.

Period of Revelation

Although Dahhak and Kalbi regard it as a Madani Strah, vel a
great majority of the commentators are agreed that it is Makki, and a
manifest evidence of this are the worde Rabbs hadh-al-Bait (Lord of this
House) of this Sirah itself, Had it been revealed st Madinah, the words
“this House” for the Ka‘bah could not be relevant. Moreover, its subject
matter 3o closely relates to that of Sirah Al-Fil that prabably it was
revealed  immediately after it, withour any other Sirab intervening
between them. On the basis of this very relevance, some of the earliest
scholars regard the two Sarahs as one entity, This view is strengthened
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by the traditions which say that in the Qur'an-copy belonging to Hadrat
Ubayy bin Ka‘b these two were written as one Sairah, 7 ¢, without the
insertion of the Bismilizh between them. Furthermore, Hadrat *Umat
had once recited the two Srahs as one in the Praver. But this view is
not acceptabie because i the Qur’an-copies which Hadrat *Uthmén (may
Allah  bless him) had.got written down officially by the cooperation of a
large number of the Campanions and sent to the centres of Islamic lands,
the Rispfidh was written between thase rwo Sarahs, and since then these
two have been written as separate SOrahs in alt the copies of the Qur’an
everywhere in the world! Morcover, the siyle of the two Stral is so
different that they manifesily appear as two separate Siirahs.

Historical Background

To understand the Strah well it is essential that one should keep
the historical background relevant to the contents of this Sorah and of
Strah Al-Fil in view.

The tribe of Quraish was scattered throughout Hijzz unnl the
time of Qusayy bin Kilab, the ancestor of the Holy Prophet (upen whom
be Allah’s peace). First of all, Qusayy pathered it in Makkah and this
tribe was able to gamn authority over the Ka‘bah. On that very basis
Qusayy was called mujammni* (uniter, assembier) by his people. This
man by his sagacity and wisdom founded a city-staic in Makkah and
made excelient arrangements for the welfare of the pitgrims coming
from all over Arabia, with the result that the Quraish were able to gain
great influence among the Arabian tribes and lands. After Qusayy the
offices of the state of Makkah were divided between his sons, ‘Abdi
Manaf and “Abd ad-Dar, but of the two ‘Abdi Manaf gained greater
fame even during his father’'s lifetime and was held in high ¢steem
throughout Arabia, ‘*Abdi Manaf had four sons: Hashim, ‘Abdi Shams,
Al-Mutralib, and Naufal. Of these Hashim, father of *Abdul Muttality
and grandfather of the Holv Prophet, first conceived the idea to take part
it the trade that passed between the castern countries and Syria and
Egypt through Arabia, and alsoe to purchase the necessities of 1ife for the
Arabians so that the rtribes living by the trade route bought these from
them and the merchanis living in the interior of the couniry were
attracted to the market of Makkah. This was the time when the Sasanian
kingdom of Tran had captured the international trade that was carried oat
between the northern lands and the eastern countries and Byzantiné
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empire through the Persian Gui. This had boosted up the trade activity
on the -trade route leading from southern Arabia to Syriz and Egypt
along the Red Sea coast. As against the other Arabian caravans, the
Quraish had the advaniage that the tribes on the reute held them in high
estcem on account of their being keepers of the Ka'bah. They stood
indebted to them for the great penerosity with which the Quraish treated
them in the Hajj season, That is why the Quraish felt no danger that
their caravans would be robbed or harmed anywhere on the way. The
tribes on the way did not even charge them the heavy transit taxes that
they demanded from the other caravans. Hashim taking advantage of this
prepared the trade scheme and made his three brothers partmers in it. .
Thus, Hashim obtzined trade privileges from the Ghassanide king of
Syria, ‘Abdi. Shams from the Negus, Al-Muttalib from the Yamanite
nobles and Nawfal from the governments of ‘Irag and Iran, and their
trade began to flourish. That is how the four brothers became famous as
traders and began to be called asfap s/-44F (generators of love and
affection) on account of their friendly relations with the tribes and states
of the surrounding lands.

Because of their business relations with Syria, Egypt, ‘Irag, Tran,
Yaman and Abyssinia, the Quraish came across such oppormunities and
their direct contact with the culture and civilization of different countries
so enhanced the level of their knowledge and wisdom that no tribe in
Arabia could match .and equal them. As regards wealth and worldly
goods they became the most affluent tribe, and Makkah became the most
important commercial centre of the Arabian peninsula. Another great
advantage that accrued from these international relations was that they
brought from ‘Irag the seript which later was used for writing down the
Qur’an. No other Arabian tribe could boast of 50 many literate people as
Quraish. For these very reasomns the Haly Prophet (upon whom be peace)
said: "Quraish are the leaders of men.” {Musnad Ahmad: Marwivar
‘Amr bin #i-'45). And according to a tradition from Hadrat ‘AH in
BEathagi, the Holy Prophet said: “First the leadership of the Arabians
was in the hands of the people of Himyar, then Allsh withdrew it from
them and gave it (o Curaish.”

The Quraish were ihus prospering and flawrishing when the event
of Abrahak’s invasion of Makkah took place. Had Abrahah at that timne
succeeded in caking thig holy City and destroying the Ka'bah, the glory
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and retnown ot not ofiy the Curaish bui of the Ka*bah irseif, would have
faded” away, the belief of the pre-Islamic Arabia that the House indeed
was Allab’s louge wobld have been shatiered, and the hiph esteemn in
which Quraish were held for being keepers of the houge throughout the
country would have bean tarmished. Then, after (he Abyssinian advance
to Makkah, the Byzantiym alsv would have 1aken the initialive to gain
conirol over the trade route between Syria and Makkah, and the CQuraish
would  have been reduced to 3 plight worse fhan (hat in which they were
involved  before Qusayy hin  Kilab. By when Allab showed thig
manifestation of His power thar the swarms of birds destroyed 60,000
Abyssinian troops broughi by Abtahah by pelting them with stones, and
from Makkah to Yaman they went on falling and dying by the wayside.
the faith of the Arabs that the Ka‘bah indeed was Allah's House
increased manifeid,. and the glory and remown of Quraish too was
enhanced considerably. throughout the country. Now the Arabs were
convinced that they were under Allah’s special favour; therefore. they

an ¢vil intention. Not to speak of touching them, even jf they had a nop-
Quraishite under their protection he too was allowed to pass unharmed,

Theme and Substance

_ As all this was well known m the time Of the Holy Prophets
appointment IG.PrﬂphEﬂlUﬂd, there was no need to mention them. Thar is
why in the four brief sentences of this Stirah, Quraish were simply asked
0 consider: “When yoy yourselves acknowledge this House {r.e. the
Ka'bah) to be Allah’s Houge, and not of the idols, and whep you fully
well  know that it is Allah alone Who has granted vou peace by virlue of
this Houge, mhde your trade and cotnmerce flourish and Saving you
from destitution favoured you with prosperity, you should then waotship
and serve Him along, "
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Verses: 4 Revesled ar Makicah

I the mame of Affah, the Compassionate, the Mercitidf

As the Quraish becorme accustomed, ' (that is,) accustomed o i-4
their journeys in the winter and the surmmer.2 5o they should worship

the Lord of this House ' Who has fed them against hunper® and hade
them secure against fegr 3

1. The word #35. ag uged in the original is from aff wlich means to be
habiated and accustomed 10 be reunited afar b

Teaking up, and to adopr
SOIeing as-a habit. Abour (he f2m that is prefixed o j3F some Arabists have

Apress surprise and wonder, Thus, /774567
Curaishi-ir means: “How surprising is the conduet of Quraish! It {s omiy by virfye



548 The Meaning of the (ur’an

of Allah’s bounty that they are reunited after their dispersion and have hecome
accustoned to the trade journeys which have brought them their prosperity,. and
yet from Allah’s worship and service they are turning away.” Thix is the epinion
of Aklfash, Kisa"l aml Farra’, and holding this opinjon something afier this S,
the same thing itself is regarded as sufficient 10 show that the attjide and conduct
a person has adopred in spite of it, is surprising and amazing”™. Cn the contrary,
Khalil bin Ahmad, Sibawaih and Zamakhshari say that this is the zm of 247 and
it relates to the following semence: Fal-ya ‘Budi Rabba fiadh afi-Bait. which means:
"Allah’s blessings on the Quraish are countless. But if for no other blessing, they
should worship Allah at least for this blessing that by His bounty they hecamy
acgustomed to the trade jourmeys, for this by itself i= indeed a great favour of Allah

to them. ™

2. Thar is, the trade journeys. In summer the Quraish ravelled northward
to Syria and Palestine, for they are cool lands, and in winter southward to Yaman,
gte. for they are warm.

3. “This House™: the Holy Ka'bah. The sentence means that the Quraish
have amained to this Messing omly by virtue of the House of Aflah. They
themselves acknowledge that the 360 idols, which they worship, are not s Tord,
but Allah alone is its Lord. He alone saved them from the invasion of the anmy of
elephanta. Him alone they had inveked for belp against Abrahah's army, 1t was
His House the keeping of which enhanced their rank and position in Arabia, for
before that they were dispersed and commanded no position whatever, Like the
common Arab tribes they oo were scattered factions of a race. But when they
rallied round this House in Makkah and hegan to serve it, they heceme,
honpurable throughout Arabia, and their trade caravans began 1o visit every part of
the country fearlessly. Therefore, whatever they have aclieved, it has heen
possible anly by the help of the Lord of this House; therefore, they shouid worship
Him alone.

4. The allusion implies that before the Quraish came to Makkah, they
were 2 scattered people in Arabia and living miserable lives. After their gathering
together in Makkah they began to prospet, and the Prophet Abraham’s prayer for
them was literally fulfilled when he had prayed: “Lord, I have settfed some of my
descendents in a bareey  valley near Thy sacred Bouse, Lord, T have dene this in
the hope that they will establish safdr there. So turn the hearts of the people
towards ther, and provide fruits for their food. " (Thralim: 37}

5. “Secure apainst fear™: secure from the fear fromm wlach ne one
anywhere in Arabia was saje. There was no serlement anywhere in the counury the
people  of which could steep peacefully at night, for they teared an attack any time
from any quarer by some unknown enemy. Mo ooe could step owt of the boonads
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af Tas tribe for fear of life or of being taken prisoner and made 7 slave. No caravan
could travel safely from fear of amack, or without bribing influential chiefs of the
tribes on the way for sefe conduct, But the Quraish were immune from BVETY
danger; they had no fear of an attack from an enecmy. Their caravans, small or hig,
treely passed om the trade routes everywlhiere in the country. As snon as it become
known about a certain caravan that it belonged to the keepers of the Ka'hah, no
one cpuld dare touch it with an  evil intention, s6 much so that even it a single
Quratshite was passing on the way, he was allowed to pass unharmed and un-
touched as soon as the word “faramr ™ or “and min Raramifiih” was heard from
him.



